[Article] Bumblebees, Bombus impatiens Cresson 1863 had to learn to associate colour signals with particular motor patterns needed to extract sucrose solution fr om artificial flowers. The influence of reward variance on learning such motor skills was tested. Learning speed does not depend on the amount or variance of rewards when bumblebees learned only one novel task. If, however, bumblebees have to switch between 2 flower types while fami liarising themselves with their morphology, increased reward variance does slow down the rate of learning, while reward amount has no influence over the range tested. 
